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POLK COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT
MARCH 2, 2001

10:00 A.M.

Polk County Courthouse, 3rd floor

A a : /- 20 Livingston, Texas

. g+ 18 hereby given that a Special Session of the Polk County Commissioners Court will be held
NOTICE on the date stated above , at which time the following subjects will be discussed;

Agenda topics
1. CONSIDER ANY/ALL NECESSARY ACTION PERTAINING TO THE CONTRACTING FOR
COUNTY AMBULANCE SERVICE.

2. WORKSHOP DISCUSSION ON GROUNDWATER REGULATION ISSUES.

ADJOURN

Commissioners Court of Polk County, Texas

Posted: February 27, 2001 By: John P. Thompson, County Judge

L the wndersigned County Clerk, do hereby certify that the above ﬂotice of Mecting of the Polk County Commissioners Court
1 & true and correct copy of said Notice and that | posted » true and correct copy of said Notice in the Polk County Courthouse
at a place readily accessible to the general public at all times on Tuesday, February 27, 2001 and that said Notice remained so

posted continuously for at lcast 72 hours preceding the scheduled time of said Mecting.
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POLK COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT
MARCH 2, 2001 Polk County Courthouse, 3rd Nloor

10:00 A.M. S Livingston, Texas
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ADDENDUM

is hercby given that the following will serve as an addendum to the agenda of the
NOTICE Special Session of the Potk County Commissioners Court to be held on the date stated
above , at which time the following subjects will be added:;

ADD;

3.  CONSIDER APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION REQUESTING LEGISLATIVE ACTION TO
CREATE POLK COUNTY GROUNDWATER DISTRICT. (presentation of this item contingent
upon concensus of workshop discussion in item #2)

Commissioners Court of Polk County, Texas
Posted: February 27, 2001 By: John P. Thompson, County Judge
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1, the undersigned County Clerk, do hereby certify that the above Notice of Meeting of the Polk County Commissioners Coutt
is a true and correct copy of said Notice and that | posted a true and correct copy of said Notice in the Polk County Courthouse
at a place readily accessible to the general public atall times on Tuesday, February 27, 2001 and that said Notice remained so
posted continuously for at teast 72 hours preceding the scheduled time of said Meeting.

BARBARA MIDDLETON, COUNTY CLERK

B\wwqm hUL , Deputy

P~ e
P S
i R
by b
s
vy PN
. "1
e T
o -
] L
.y
o o
" .




o 47 311

STATE OF TEXAS | DATE: MARCH 2, 2001

COUNTY OF POLK | “SPECIAL” MEETING
All Members - Present

“COMMISSIONERS COURT”
AGENDA - #2001-20

BE IT REMEMBERED ON THIS THE_2™ DAY OF MARCH, 2001
THE HONORABLE COMMISSIONERS COURT MET IN “SPECIAL”
CALLED MEETING WITH THE FOLLOWING OFFICERS AND MEMBERS
PRESENT, TO WIT:

JUDGE JOHN P. THOMPSON, PRESIDING.

BOB WILLIS - COUNTY COMMISSIONER PCT#1, BOBBY SMITH - COUNTY
COMMISSIONER PCT #2, JAMES J. “Buddy” PURVIS - COUNTY COMMISSIONER
PCT #3, R.R.“ Dick ” HUBERT - COUNTY COMMISSIONER PCT #4,
BARBARA MIDDLETON - COUNTY CLERK & BILL LAW - COUNTY AUDITOR,

THE FOLLOWING AGENDA ITEMS, ORDERS, AND DECREES WERE DULY
MADE, CONSIDERED & PASSED.

1. JUDGE JOHN THOMPSON CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AND WELCOMED
THE GUEST AT 10:00 A M.

2. WORKSHOP:
MR. JIM ALLISON OF ALLISON OF ALLISON, BASS & ASSOCIATES FROM
AUSTIN MADE PRESENTATION TO THE INTERESTED PARTIES CONCERNING

FORMATION OF GROUNDWATER DISTRICT AND DISCUSSION ON GROUND
WATER REGULATION ISSUES.

RECESS - AT 11:10 AM FOR 10-MINUTE BREAK.
RECONVENED SPECIAL SESSION AT 11:20 AM.

3. MOTIONED BY BOBBY SMITH, SECONDED BY JAMES J. “Buddy” PURVIS, TO
APPROVE CONTRACT AGREEMENT WITH GOLD STAR EMS FOR
AMBULANCE SERVICES WITHIN THE COUNTY, AS CHAMPION EMS WILL
TERMINATE THEIR CONTRACT ON MARCH 31, 2001.

ALL VOTING YES.

4. MOTIONED BY R.R. “Dick” HUBERT, SECONDED BY BOB WILLIS, TO ADJOURN
COURT THIS 2™° DAY OF MARCH 2001 AT 11:45 AM.
ALL VOTING YES.

JOHN P. THOMPSON, COUNTY JUDGE

" nte

BARBARA MIDDLETON, COUNTY CLERK
C:AWPS1\COMMCRT 2001\MARO2.WPD
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PRESENTATION
ON

GROUNDWATER DISTRICT FORMATION

TO

POLK COUNTY

MARCH 2, 2001

Prepared by

Jim Allison

Allison, Bass & Associates
208 W. 14® Street

Austin, Texas 78701
(512) 482-0701 - phone
(512) 480-0902 - fax
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GROUNDWATER LAW

+ OUTSIDE A GROUNDWATER DISTRICT
®  State has exercised minimal authority

® Landowners have unlimited right to withdraw
groundwater unless:

1 a“waste” of water, or

s withdraw as to maliciously harm
neighbors, or

s negligence causing subsidence
® “Rule of caprure™ vs. “property”

I

+ [NSIDE A GROUNDWATER DISTRICT

~ @ Landowners are not deprived of ownership
rights in groundwater

® Groundwater rights do become subject to the
District’s rules .

® After Senate Bill 1, State exercises broad
authority over districts
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EXAMPLES OF DISTRICT RULES

..... 1 OCCan

Permit to drill weil

@ grandfather existing wells

® small wells exempted

@ water wells for O & G exempted
Registration of wells
Well spacing requirements
Well capping requirements
Limit groundwater production
Permit to take groundwater out of the
District
Limit water-table drawdown or
depletion
Data gathering / reporting
Conservation
Water quality related rules
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ISSUES THAT MAY
INDICATE NEED

L DS eeeN

¢®How important is groundwater in the area?

€Groundwater resources sufficient to support use?
¢ Are groundwater levels declining? Quality?
¢Increase in demand on aquifer?

# s there a need for assistance in conservation?

¢ [s the groundwater supply well-understood?

®Real or perceived threats to local controi?




VoL, 47&% 317

CREATION AND
OPERATION
r lllllllllllllllllll D [ i L 1

®Make basic choices

*Termtory
*Governance
*Funding
Powers

& Draft creation statute

®Introduce and pass legislation
*TNRCC review

*Publication

*Introduce legislation—target February

®Conduct confirmation election?

*Necessary for any taxing authority

€®Convene Board of Directors
®Pass rules
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FUNDING OPTIONS

© Administrative fees

¥ Line item for city/county budgets

©Taxes
*Unspecified

*General law cap for O & M

*Special law cap

¥ Production or use fees




®Members
5 7 9 11

®Temporary directors

°Until election

*Term specified in creation statute
®Permanent directors

*Elected

*Appointed

*Term
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PROS & CONS

*Local control / local management
Protect groundwater levels
*Protect groundwater quality

Spread cost to all those benefited
*Provide water related services
*Enhanced data

*Assistance for conservation efforts

€®Either / Or

*Advance planning
«Conservation

®Cons
*Cost
*Regulation of wells
-State regulation of district

*General obligations: open meetings, open records,
procurement, competitive bidding, finance laws

«Controversy




47me 321

Yol

(91 43 3po7 13mpm) Aiogine Juraey joisinsip
yora ur wonaap? Juuingued "yoes o uonRjus
uoda sipdSIp 20W J0 T JO UOHEPIOIUO)

$E2IF QIog B SUONIIYI
armedas pue Fuueay “parovue 3q o1 Lwnu

ayr us Jurpicas suosiad g1 Jo 0 veyl 1am3) oU
Aq paulis vonnad  sannhap wotiexauue Jeintes of

9¢€ Y2 3p0)
13iE) PT2ULE 39 OF TIre 291 vt won33R Juikjues
pre "preag s mpp AQ Honnjesas teare mde
ur pur 1Inap funcixy wmt Inursy e g Aq -.ucu.,a
gonnad e ‘ciaumopue g6 weys 3ow Juwipaou
ware ue to) 10 wap jo Aisolew e kg paudis
vounad € "siaumoput] 0 UYL $S3f Yitm staie Jog

wotaUUY

S12 "j1am ¥ o friuap ou AJ1aads
swondwavs Ajads ‘Auagiejpursd annbay

T (Fmigrinpag o1 Knpquaoy) spgresod ka3
2ae31 01 pue afgissod se pduns se anjels vOUTID
dasy 01 aquiagasd Kjesauany) vouenjads oN

Sutyewayny

o siamuod 311335 proyynm

T {s3dwiera 335) wamod nj102ds ppy

9t 43 3po) 131 4 O1 3u2jas Aq s1amod Wopy

timogd
deD rey,

001710 0% 1¢ 135 ded e jr1d2dg

(NH /10 08 17 193 ded xv) [ri3xdg

0017205 0% jo dea Liomeig

243 "$33) aanensIUIpE
‘wotsiaipgns jenpjod wase j0) wan 123png

™3 '$39)
JaleNsIOIUIPE fjruotiniiisuodun $33) 3sn Ji Kjuo

M3 °$32§ JANLISIIUDE JUOHEZ UG 32f
2h INOYHM 30 Yite “AIIOYINE BOIIEXE] WIIOICA PY

OHRER) 3715 []2m 20 voinpoxd 9o paseq 3339 N

paumnduy Ajuessadn
pue A1qeooseas sasuddra jenie Jo waBITINGUIIY

1otwasmqunas ‘Aepsg T $IY) 220U ION

) (9¢ 92 200D
e ) nausacngruiag reakpop9t veql w o8
‘sounp w1 padedud Ajjenioe Aepgpig uryl 20w oN

s> g parurodde ssagw

- s1oun3id mur Diosusdg opiasp Aews pieog
i) o Trp e | snpd SIML] PECISSIINND

I NOLLIO

‘une) suoissiwwo) Aq asout so 7 wroddy slrepiepadapa iy | Kisro 4q p 10N Aq Kuewsd 15313 | MORAS VONINIG
- T Tutis1 373K Inivj "iesK omi K133 UONXM2 IR
swi3t seak-1n0) 1388e1s 01 <10y | g pawuitug 39 01 SWAl fein tsseak anof of 34128
mup "mofjo] of SU0HI912 se(nd2s ‘eoN3313 uonedsd | s1013anp aBse] IT puE S0 PIIAGUING B4 WO
ynm Ajsnosuripnune ppay €013313 $1019351p | 32013301p 1$1ek 0m) J0j A3 siou131d pradquine
jenut st vond3|> sol 101eq vo 3q 01 “uontedndde | -ppo wozp SIOINP "IODP maurwiad awnraq
partedde s50103np je 10 2wog | ue 5311 oygm 3513 3uokue pue "01p Krerodwdg | s1013351p Kiesodwal ‘wonivass jo feaosdde ug | sowang woveunag
T T T TS0 JO 3quinu 138 it) £ JwitH JINIE}S UOTIE3I 1 $I01 P { JWEN Jmicls sotieans ul sso1onp ¢ swey [sropang Heoodutag
T TE T R T T Y B SIDIP L ] SRIAINP § | ULUIIAN)
0 Kiuno) jo b Kiuno>-upnjy pim-Kiuno) Konda]
9 NOLLJO Y NOLL4O nsst

SLO1YLSIA ¥ALYMANNOYY

i . §




N

2)

47me 322

POWERS

All the powers of Chapter 367

Additionat powers to be expressly added or demiea?

a)

b)

)

d)

e)

g)

h)

i

k)

m)

Taxation and/or use fees isee other 1ssues list)

Eminent domain (Chapter 26 grants eminent domain except that power
may not be exercised to conagemn grounawater or surface water nghts)

Land rectamation. soil conservation. terracing
Drilling and operating recharge or input weils
Directty or by contract. supply groundwater in or outside the distnct

Directty or by contract. suppty surface water in or outside the district

Controt or store stormwater

g
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RESOLUTION NO.

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE CREATION OF A COUNTY-WIDE
GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT IN POLK COUNTY

WHEREAS, Polk County (the “County”) is underlain by significant
groundwater resources;

WHEREAS, these resources provide an important water supply for industrial,
agriculwral, domestic, and municipal drinking water supply in the County;

WHEREAS, local management of the groundwater resources in the County will
protect and promote the future productivity and quality of the supply;

WHEREAS, the expeditious creation of a county-wide groundwater
conservauon district pursuant to Article XVI, § 59 of the Texas Constitution, will
provide reasonable local management of groundwater resources;

WHEREAS, such a district may be accomplished by the passage of state
legislation followed by a local election to confirm the desire of County residents to
support operation of a district;

WHEREAS, all of the land and other property and the residents within the
County will benefit by the work and projects of a groundwater conservation district,
and creation of a district will serve a public necessity, use and benefit:

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that

1. Supports creation of a groundwater conservation district, co-extensive
with the boundaries of the County with an elected Board of Directors and
limited ad valorem taxation authority, not to exceed five cents per $100
valuation; ‘

2. Requests that our state legislators introduce and obtain passage of
legislation to create the Polk County Groundwater Conservation District,

subject to the approval of the voters at a confirmation election.
READ AND ADOPTED this day of , 2001.

} Y
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